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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—AUGUST CO-SELECTION 
(With Vogt’s Road Survival) 


Forester, The Sky and the Forest. 


Brown. Aug. 12, 1948. 313p. $2.75. 
The germ The Sky and the secret 
Forester’s arcana felt knowledge, and the part 


prudence not speculate too specifically the origins 
the story. Nevertheless Mr. Forester’s latest novel 
bears all the outward marks fictitious study primi- 
man. would happen, seems ask himself, 
chieftain primitive tribe, the remotest section 
the green hell Africa, thousand years removed 
from contact with civilization, knowing for certain only 
the existence neighboring pigmies, should suddenly 
this question the author created Loa, who thought himself 
Musini, his senior wife, Lanu his eldest son and 
native cast 700 characters. The atmosphere the 
jungle village, tribal mores, religious customs, diet, and 
the background iron age agricultural civilization 
furnished from the storehouse modern anthropological 
information. Primitive Psychology supplies some sense 
Loa’s limited mentality, fusion instincts and simple 
apprehensions, which are gradually refined judgment, 
esteem. 

Loa’s limited world shattered the sudden raid 
Arab slavers. The gray-faced men capture Loa the god 
and yoke him pole with one his subjects. 
rescued his wife Musini and Lanu, and works his way 
back, after incredible hardships, his native village. But 
for the loss his divinity and his humiliating dependence 


are 


his wife and son received exchange the 
edge born his experience. 


who returned 


The 


his native village and killed his successor had learned 
about cruelty and the elementary principles dictator- 


ship. punished his enemies ruthlessly, taught his 
people how use canoes and fish and organized primi- 
tive army. dies eventually the hands degenerate 


white men the service the Belgian King Leopold 


difficult determine the exact value this readable 


novel. has some merit popular anthropology and 
there telling point comparison between the savagery 
Loa and the the Arabs and Europeans. 


description jungle life vivid and exciting and Loa’s 
progress from bare brutishness reasoning being 
defined with skill and subtlety. have learned 
expect from the Hornblower series, The Sky and the 
Forest well written. But the book fails, perhaps because 
its subject matter. Most the incidents are bloody, 
violent and inhuman. Loa himself case history rather 
than figure with human personality. The softer traits 
which are found Musini, and the dawning sense 
loyalty Lanu, are quickly swallowed swarming 
blood-lust. quite impossible like Mr. Forester’s 
savages and has offered reasons love them. 
almost impossible pity them. The reason for this 
lack appeal may traced Forester’s defective spir- 
itual sense. His characters lack conscience, even the 
perverted conscience the ignorant 
they are destined develop into race similar the 
Arab and Belgian slavers. This may not have been Mr. 
Forester’s intention but remains nevertheless the im- 
pression his story creates. Francis Connolly, 


New York City 


July 
War, 
ug. 
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Vogt, William. Road Surv 
1948. 335p. $4.00. 


This frightening book. Quite similar Our Plun- 
dered Planet Fairfield Osborn, seems even more em- 
maintaining that man’s future apt bleak 
and threatening. And why? For the simple reason that 
man has placed more strain upon the land the 
world than the land can support. And the 
Lowered standard living and mass starvation all 
parts the world. 


William Vogt, Chief the Conservation Section the 
Pan-American Union, believes that the American stand- 
ard living, lowered our contributions World 
War II, will become steadily lower. maintains that 
over eighty per cent our ranges are overgrazed, with 
the result that meat prices will remain high 
believes that although maintain that about two 
acres land are required maintain decent standard 
living America, the average per person the world 
now about two-tenths acre. Business and indus- 
try have combined destroy our forest area, with the 
result that floods wash away our topsoil alarming 
rate. With that topsoil goes our standard living. 
achieve little raising the productive capacity the 
average farmer because are the same time reducing 
the number productive acres the nation. are 
taking from the land much more than are putting 
back. Result: soil exhaustion. you think that means 
nothing, recall the famines China and India, due 
depleted soil, and, the author would add, excessive 
population. Mr. Vogt bluntly maintains that there can 
improvement the living standards such areas 
China, India, and Porto Rico until the birth rate has 
been reduced. plainly recommends contraception 
achieve that result. 


ival. Sloane. Aug. 


Coming nearer home, questions the worth such 
projects the TVA and the proposed Missouri Valley 
Authority, much favors conservation. doubts 
the wisdom flooding good order secure 
area for water admits that greatly dis- 
turbed the decrease all over the United States the 
supply underground water. writes very emphati- 
cally matter which may seem very remote you. 
Concerning such seemingly prosaic topic soil erosion 
Iowa, has this say: “In July 1947, during the 
Missouri floods, was estimated that more than 115,- 
000,000 tons the topsoil were carried off the 
rain. least portion the topsoil from twenty-five 
per cent total cropland has been washed away. 
The Gulf Mexico, off the mouth the Missis- 
sippi, stained with the substance from which our chil- 
dren build bone and muscle and blood. Those tawny 
waves are drowning the future America” (p. 124). 


writes convincingly the destructive forest fires 
Chile (p. 158); warns the approaching disappear- 
ance oil Venezuela (p. 165); maintains with con- 
vincing evidence that there simply possibility that 
high living standard can achieved any consider- 
able part South America (p. 168); blasts those who 
think that great tracts fertile land are still available 


hg 


Vogt Godden 


and Austr 


such remote places the 


(pp. 233-235). 


Even though Catholic you cannot agree with 
for the world’s Prese _and 


more any one that you have 


and 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Godden, Rumer. Candle for St. Jude. Perelma 
Aug. 1948. 252p. $2.75. Hirschfe 
There is, certainly, aura poetry about Rumer 
den’s writing. Lyric, emotion-full, she produces 
tenuous mood music rather than finished 
And, the manner the true poet, she 
allows her implications grow misty. For that 


readers will not satisfied with this more less expe 
mental type but the remainder her audien 
will quietly charmed, just they were with the 
splendor “The River”. 


and, tho 
and flat. 
items 
all 


Miss Godden explores her characters 
turning their personalities catch the light like the 


clashing world Madame Holbein’s school cartoon 
dancers. under the exacting tutelage like this 
the once prima ballerina, young minds 
muscles are drilled the graceful intricacies 
technic, with every year few vaulting dreams Doherty 
one two pupils reach out the success 1948. 


stage than the miniature theatre Hampstead. Lest son 
The slight story is, unquestionably, frame for new 
herself, endearing, temperamental, artistic Tumble: 
jealous seventy her danseuse’s prowess she wap fill-in 
twenty-five. The others are merely attendants 
queen: Ilse, widow Anna’s brother Jan, and 


tous for Madame’s comfort the two women had bez 
She 


blood sisters; Mr. Felix, the musician; Glancy, the 


carpenter; Miss Porteus, the timid little red-nosed Paul 
maker; Zanny, kind ageless duenna; world, 
Miss Parkes; Rebecca, the dancing mistress; even the 
cipals among her students—Hilda, older, wiser than 
seventeen years; the handsome follower Lion; 
Lollie; haughty Caroline. leave Madame 
treachery, the case Hilda grudgingly 
talent. least was the opinion that they all 


sional. 

litera 
The 
erine 


while 3 


longed bodily Madame, though her spiritual 
veered sharply. For Ilse still believed God and 
acles, lighting Candle for St. Jude” when the 
arose, while Madame put the same faith dancing 
her own determination. 


point time, the book confined the last only 
days’ hectic preparation for the opening the 
the first since the war—which coincide with the 
golden jubilee Madame’s debut. Actually, 
Anna Holbein’s thoughts, extends much farther 
that. “Time passes, but that what doesn’t 
present, and future. The past and present, the thi 
are all dancing,” Madame was fond saying. 

ropne 


she interpreted everything through that association. 
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youngsters, her 


execrated the pirouette one her 


was again the lead “Giselle”, Columbine ar- 
naval”; she nodded the choreographer’s 
sore, she heard instead the whispered words half- 


TC, 


suitor, the commendation royalty over her 


and provocatively tender, Candle for St. Jude 


refreshing snack for whimsey lovers. 


Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, lowa 


Westward Ha! 


Perelman, With drawings 


Hirschfeld. Simon and Schuster. 1948. 
$2.95. 


” 


The subtitle this book, the world 
apt description the style employed. The book 
might classed humorous travelogue since, pre- 
sumably concerned with the events world tour 
and, least, was intended funny. The humor 
the sharp, smart-alecky, disparaging, vulgar variety 

and, though occasionally genuine, usually forced 
The incidents described are the standard stock 
items modern travel. Usually they are twisted out 
all semblance normality until the utterly ridiculous 
achieved. The accompanying illustrations are the 
cartoon variety and are little note. There are several 
Sex. Those who Perelman will 


Doherty, Eddie. Tumbleweed. Bruce. July 31, 
1948. 203p. $2.75. 
Lest some our readers led astray the title this 


new publication, let recorded due haste that 
Tumbleweed not class “B” western, which serves 
for double-feature programs. Rather, ten- 
narrated biography very noble woman, the 
Catherine Hueck, foundress that exemplary 
experiment Catholic social reform—Friendship House. 
Tumbleweed, “God’s own”, the Reverend 
Paul once said her, “blowing through the 
world, wherever the breath the Ghost may send 
Dynamic, energetic, wealthy, famous, and withal 
possessed childlike humility, there within her 
magnetic charm that once arouses sympathy and ad- 
miration. woman such mysterious qualities 
ersonality makes splendid copy. Only this case the 
newspaperman’s interest was slightly more 
sional. Consequently, Eddie Doherty’s story his 
literally sprinkled with stardust and romance. 


The daughter one the zar’s ablest diplomats, Cath- 
Hueck’s first acts public are recorded 
while she served Red Cross nurse. Although 
only her teens she had already been wed the fabu- 
lously wealthy Baron Boris Hueck. The coming 
the communist regime brought with the rout Cath- 
family. While she and her husband did manage 
Finland, the end their flight did not bring 
safety, but sentence die starvation. While suffer- 
ing this ordeal the Baroness grew aware her own re- 
sponsibility, well her whole class, for the catas- 
trophe that had befallen her And her 


She 
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for forgiveness she added 
men, who heedlessly 
from oppression. 


pplication for her country- 
succumbed this godless escape 


With the aid the White Russian troops the Huecks 
made their way Scotland. hen Boris was offered 
work landscape architect Toronto, Canada, the 
ouple seized the opportunity. Here virtually 
set new community her fellow émigrés, the while 
department store and giving language lessons. 
Vhen the news her father’s death reached her she 
means could longer sup 
set out for New York, not that 
she visioned the streets that city paved with gold. Job 
followed job, each succeeding one more depressing and 
killing. Then came the real chance earn money 
lecturer the Chautauqua circuit. This led another 
position, much more foreign representa- 
tive for the Leigh-Emmerich lecture bureau. Following 
her travels across Europe Cathe returned New 
ork wealthy but extremely unhappy. Sensing the empti 
ness her she decided her new mission, 
after year spiritual preparation under the guidance 
her Bishop Montreal, she disposed all her goods 
and opened the first Friendship House Toronto 1931. 
due time New York’s Harlem had received her and 
not long after Chicago had its center. And all this time 
she took whatever job came her way, laundry worker, 
barmaid, servant, anything get closer those 
who needed her help. was only then, when she finally 
that her work had been firmly hed, that she 
sought from her mission. Not before that time 
would she accept Mr. Dee’s (the author’s name for 
self) proposal marriage and home Canada. 


Working in 


realized that her modest 


two families. Thus she 


port 


spirit 


Waltress, 


somewhat difficult describe the emotions aroused 


this sincere and simple life story. One can fairly feel 
the reverence with which the author formed each word. 
isn’t exceptional book and isn’t “great” book; 
all probability will shortly forgotten. But 
inspiring book and one that can recommended for 
pleasurable reading anytime. 


the pub lishers should added word congr ratula- 
tions for bringing Tumbleweed soon after that 
other inspiring biography, Exile Ends Glory. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 


« 
Noble, Woman With Sword. Double- 
day. July 22, 1948. 395p. $3.00. 


The seamed fabric the Union has begun tear. That 
first fusillade Fort Sumter multiplies its reverberations 
thousand times the seat government. The ad- 
ministration torn. The slow gangling Kentuckian 
its head walks gauntlet smear attacks and 
His aids are body ridden with the cancer selfishness, 
bribery and corruption. While convenes 
session Congress, Virginia, North Carolina and Ten- 
nessee also secede. The incompetent Cameron bungles 
the whole Secretariate War into desparte confusion. 
The armies the North are without strategy save for 
one suicidal plan march down the Mississippi with 
fleet from St. Louis New Orleans, 
undertaking that leads straight into the armed 
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fortresses the South, fantastic operation which could 
yield more than the periphery, the boundaries rebel 
territory, not its vital heart and source life. virulent 
polio has paralyzed the armies’ spine and dulled the 
leaders’ wits. 


keen-minded, goodlooking woman the moment 
fighting her way through the administration offices 
Washington with packet documents sheltered her 
muff. times she goes alone, others the company 
tall—even taller than Court Judge 
from the State Texas, Lemuel Evans, Agent for the 
Union. 


Both have recently returned from reconnaissance through 
Kentucky, St. Louis and the West, travels that have 
maturated strategy for the war. Anna Ella Carroll, 
the famous Carrolls Carrollton, trained the law 
her father, mind that, the President’s 
behest, could destroy traitor with devastating “Reply 
Breckenridge”, could set the radical elements straight 
constitutional treatise “The War Powers the 
General Government” Anna Ella Carroll offers the 
ington authorities the Tennessee plan for the 
the war. Her own conception 
assistance Evans and one Grant’s Captain 
Charley Scott who lived with every river west the 
Alleghenies for the last years his life, the Ten- 
nessee Plan, making not the Mississippi but the 
Tennessee River the key attack, one stroke divides 
the Confederacy halves like truncated body, severs 
its arteries communication and bleeds its resources 
death. Together with the plan, Miss carries maps 
the Tennessee, the Tombigbee, the Alabama and the 
Cumberland rivers, all with accurate soundings for every 
mile water, for every seasonal variation depth and 
navigability; railroad maps too, replete with statistics 
rolling stock, mileage, track conditions, available engine- 
power and freight neatly pinned the plan. 


possessec 


forty 


The historical words Senator Ben Wade presenting 
the plan the President are once revelation the 
plan’s validity and the terrible straits which the 
government found itself: “You know are now the 
last extremity, and you have choose between adopting 
once and executing plan that you believe the 
right one, thereby saving the country, you defer 
the military men command (i.e., McClellan and the 
West Pointers who could not even sit- 
down war) and lose the country.” After 


all what mili- 
tary man from Alexander Eisenhower would ever read, 
much less adopt over-all campaign procedure con- 
ceived woman? 


History tells how the plan went through under anony- 
mous authorship (to spare the sensitive feelings 
blundering, loose-jointed military), how after two more 
years hesitation and error, Sherman and Grant slashed 
the South pieces and even McClellan shook himself 
loose win the brilliant victories South Mountain and 
Antietam that saved the Capitol from Lee. With the 
war’s ending there was talk bruited behind closed doors 
giving Miss Carroll the national honors which were 
her due, and, incidentally, reimbursing her for the 
thousands dollars she spent out her own purse 
while pursuing the business her mad 
bullet ended forever the hope that Lincoln would carry 
out his desire reward the lady admired much, the 


Warren 


Best 


lady sometimes referred the unofficial member realizin 


his cabinet. rude 
Woman With Sword grew out Carl the 
famous Lincoln: The War Years, with the result London, 


not which 
Street 
There 
that the 

jews 
thrown 
minister 
remain 


comes biographical novel which fact holds 
headway over fiction. history, the facts 
much shadowed corner our Civil War days, 
which there stands gallant woman, national 
whom the old raw hard-bitten Democratic 
War under Republic President, Mr. Edwin 
could say: “Hers was the greatest course the war. 
found herself, got pay, and did the great work 
made others famous.” 


Fiction touches the romantic fringes the story. 


Carroll’s pre-war Southern suitors are all represented After 
the dashing Harry Heyward, the only completely robbe 
more significant was her love for the man with is, wai 
much her war work was accomplished. That she Ron 
greater than herself that drove her, hea 
stretched her out beyond the narrow bonds self him disc: 
forced her espouse the causes her nation and recollecti 
people, war and peace. She was truly 


tunate 
ington, 


with sword who had carry matter hat 
personal cost. Intellectual integrity sounds the 
her She was charming but she never used father 
sex gather information. She never had play count 
Hari with her body because she had mind and the dent 


Anna Ella Carroll had had more the Scarlett 


her make-up, Woman With Sword might helps 
breezier appeal for the lending libraries. Howe 
still intensely interesting story, extremely well 
novels, just reading for the fun it. Bel 

Warren, This Inward actually 

July 16, 1948. 256p. $2.75. the 


there any moment during 


body and soul 


Can the soul migrate? 


the nexus betwe tenuous that 


soul may leave the body? possible for sort 
migrating soul come rest the body The 
man? The answers these questions are example 
but the problem translated into concrete soul. 
serves the theme for gripping story suspense only 
young and successful British architect who pletely 
just such shuffling the vital principle. Scholast 
One dismal evening lonely country road 
consciousness, was aware three things—a the 
memory that had been dentist’s chair, the though 
that 


that must return beloved wife and family, 


persor 
rather strangely, urgent instinct remain unseen 


side the wreck the car from which must have this 
thrown. Somehow knows must get away, and 
cache the small bag diamonds which novel 
finds his person. Despite painful concussion the effe 
ceeds hiding the diamonds. Shaken, frightened, tale 
trying order the confusion his thoughts The 
his way along the road country inn. There 
himself mirror, and experiences the inward 
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realizing that these coarse, crude features, huge hands, 


rude clothing are not his. The kind country people 
the inn secure ride for him truck bound for 
London, where, following memory instinct, knows 
not which, makes his way house squalid Tweed 
and the questionable character Belle Mather. 
There finds that apparently Spike Ugberry, and 


ational the accident occurred the course his robbery 


atic 


rae 
Vas 


jewel merchant who was killed when Spike 
thrown clear the car. allows the alarmed Belle 
minister his needs while uncanny instinct tells him 
remain quiet about his convictions that not Spike 
Usberry, but someone else, who some mysterious, fan- 
manner inhabiting Spike’s body. 


After close call with the police who suspect Spike 
the robbery and murder, realizes that must leave the 
room Tweed Street. Dazed and shaken 
wanders out into the streets, and finally seeks refuge 
ina Roman Catholic Church, where meets priest, 
Father Mabane. The priest offers him refuge the rec- 
tory, hears out his fantastic story, and undertakes help 
him discover who Aided the solitary clue 
recollection being dentist’s chair, Father Mabane 


the newspapers and discovers that this unfor- 


tunate man’s soul must actually that Richard Card- 
ington, successful young architect, married, 
father two children. According the 
count Cardington had died from heart attack while 
the dentist’s chair. The priest realizing that Cardington 
can never approach his family his present predicament, 
helps him establishing himself new life near, and 
yet far away from, his family. fairly uneventful 
period follows during which Cardington boards near, and 
then his own home. 


newspaper ac- 


Belle Mather who finally brings events head. 
Resentful that the man whom she thinks Spike has 
deserted her, she discovers Cardington-Ugberry and turns 
him over the police. tried for the murder the 
merchant. The cleverness lawyer who was 
actually friend the former Cardington clears him 
the charges. The truth revealed Cardington’s wife 
Father Mabane, and they are finally reunited. 


apparent the matrix this novel the premise that 
The story ultimately resolves itself then into concrete 
example philosophic and theological doctrine the 
sul. that score, for the Catholic reader should 
only necessary mention that such notion com- 
pletely variance with the Church’s teachings and 
Scholastic thinking. The soul the form which infuses 
not merely body matter, but this body, this matter. 
Consequently the resulting union body and soul, 
the person sui juris and incommunicable. The philo- 
error all the more incongruous view the fact 
that Cardington’s rescuer, Catholic priest the last 
person believe such tale. 

this reviewer, prescinding from the aforementioned 
incongruities, the great value This Inward Horror 
novel its extraordinary plausibility. Granted the cause, 
the effects follow naturally. Melodramatic though the 


tale may be, the portrayal the situation intensely real. 
The masterful suspense and the pace developed 
counting Cardington’s realization his 
“inward horror”, and his efforts solve the problem have 
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seldom been duplicated others who have written 
similar genre. Nor adequate characterization lacking. 
Richard Cardington not mere puppet Grand 
Guignol. Mr. Warren has evidently thought great deal 
about the possibility such course events, and their 
effect upon the individual. has keen sympathy for 
his protagonist. 

Aside from its false psychology the soul, This Inward 
story. 

Thomas McTighe, 


University Scranton 


Arnall, Ellis What the People Want. 
cott. June 1948. 286p. $3.50. 


the enlightened, courageous Governor Georgia, Ellis 
Arnall captured the imagination his fellow Americans. 
Here was Southerner whose ideals the whole country 
could understand and admire. During the last year 
his term was such demand lecturer that invita- 
tions were sent him from forty-seven states. Shortly 
after left office, his travels began and they carried him 
through 75,000 miles his native land. was splendid 
opportunity meet the American people and learn 
what they want from their government. Arnall kept his 
eyes and his ears open and the report which makes 


Lippin- 


Traveling bus Denver overheard well-tailored 
gentleman who had attended his lecture Colorado 
Springs say: “He had big crowd, but was little dis- 
appointed him. He’s not profound man, just straight- 
forward and sincere.” Arnall accepted this compli- 
ment; and just true his book was his 
lecture. not, therefore, seek any profound solutions 
for our national and international problems What the 
People Want. But you can find straightforward and 
sincere discussion education, health, housing, the cost 
living, jobs, taxation, monopoly, racial and religious 
tolerance, individual freedom, equal rights and peace. 
divides the United States into four sections—North, 
East, South and West—with the nerve center Wash- 
prising how much unusual information has assembled. 
less than three hundred pages hardly adequate 
summary can given forty-seven sovereign states. 
But selects the highlights each section and often his 
pen becomes animated when discussing the outstanding 
figures who have represented these states our national 
for him Nebraska almost synonymous 
with George Norris, Wisconsin with Robert 
Follette, Vermont with George Aiken, Oregon with 
Wayne Morse. 

the North writes with evident sympathy; and the 
reader will soon understand why Southerners distinguish 
between Northerners and Yankees. Yankees come from 
the East and Arnall admits his prejudice, especially against 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. Above all Boston his 
béte noire and stricture too severe for that supposed 
citadel culture. 


One would expect his chapter the South his 
best but somewhat disappointing. excuses him- 
self maintaining that “the South mystery not 
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way thought and emotional quality”, and that 
“the South can defined state mind”. wonder 
the South misunderstood even one its native 
sons cannot penetrate more deeply into the stery which 
enshrouds it. Chiefly account the freight differential 
rates Arnall considers the South and the West 
colonial appendages which have been exploited for too 
long the imperial East. His battle against this economic 
discrimination was eminently successful Georgia and 
now summons the South and the West break the 
shackles Eastern bondage. 
Now when the Southern Democrats are raising such 
clamor over civil liberties, interesting read how 
this Southern politician explains the proper relations be- 
tween civil liberties and States’ rights. this, 
score similar questions, directs the reader heed 
the welfare not merely his local community but rather 
the entire nation. This book then good summer 
reading for patriotic Americans. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, Illinois 


Thornton, Thomas Return Tradition. Bruce. 
June 1948. 926p. $8.50. 

Father Thornton has compiled this anthology for the 
purpose providing students pursuing course the 
Catholic Revival with text which will make available 
them last the works the men and women the 


Revival. 

Considered such, the anthology wholly adequate, 
and, more than that, should provide the impetus spur 
teachers English literature Catholic colleges in- 
clude their program sorely needed survey course 
the Catholic Revival. Too few graduates Catholic col- 
leges are equipped cope with, evaluate, and criticize 
contemporary literature What 
obviously morally distasteful downright offensive they 
can condemn with sufficient acumen; but, faced 
with the more subtle machinations modernistic philo- 
sophical concepts which would substitute art for morality 
and hedonism for the disciplines religious observance, 
they falter and fail detect that the literary artist has 
substituted the “power art for the want the inte- 
grating power religion”. Amorphous and specious con- 
cepts God artistically fashioned appear 
and wholesome reason their artistry confound the 
uninitiated and deceive them into accepting Christian 
that which not. 

Within these pages, Father Thornton has collected those 
works Catholic literary artists who have “labored within 
the Christian Catholic tradition and have complete and 
genuine concepts God, Man, and the Armed 
with the knowledge these concepts—voiced the main 
era change and adjustment that nurtured the 
growth science and industry, witnessed the relaxa- 
tion religious control over life the name 
—the Catholic can intelligently and effectively estimate 
the moral value literary endeavors. lead them 
this knowledge, instill them the spi irit Christian 
tradition, the Catholic Revival offers host literary 
figures the field critical and 


whet 


true 


Thornton Dodge 


Best 


shalled within the pages this anthology 
French, Irish, and American Catholic thought, from 


— 


coun 

beginnings the Victorian era that saw the 

Catholic literature—at time when modern social, 
“Be 


cal, economic, and religious concepts were 


desire on 
the present time. 
Father Thornton divides the Revival into four 
represented movements: the historical phase, the 

cipal exponent which was Kenelm Digby; the 
‘ uit) 


braced DeVere and Hopkins; the creative and 

t 
Patmore; and the last and present phase, the age 


which includes Chesterton, Waugh, 


= > 


ham Lewis, and Bruce Marshall. represent the 
behind the Irish revival, calls upon such figures 
Padraic Colum, and Kate O’Brien; the array 
literary figures includes Baudelaire, Claudel, 
Mauriac, and Maritain. The names included 
American revival are familiar almost all 


readers; few are Repplier, Guiney, Kilmer, and 


Lowell. 


point out that the anthology not completely 


anthologies, and Father Thornton quick Social 
the faults and omissions this book, 
first time practical and comprehensive survey 
Catholic thought and culture our Therein 
late 


the principal satisfying value this book. 


Lawrence Pontrelli, 


to disser 


later get 


University Scranton personal 

under 

the auth 

Dodge, David. How Lost Was Weekend. Thi 
trated Irv Koons. Random. Apr. 23, 


Intro 


and frie 


248p. $2.75. 
How Lost Was Weekend typical summer 


light and easy read. The book 


the author, David Dodge, his wife, Elva, and his 
Kendal. The trio live for year and half 

textboo 


that they are true Guatemaltecos. 


The adventures are the usual ones that any aliens 
strange land might encounter. There are the through 
confusions that result from comprehension was des 
the nuances foreign tongue. for example, 
very proper word applied low class central 


enough, the child Kendal has less trouble phrased 
herself local conditions than her parents. The surface 


bit good Tarkington’s famous debacles the thought, 


“Penrod” tales. The attempts the Dodges sort 
various social levels the city wherein they dwell students 
stranger than the attempts that stranger any its 
these United States would have make. them. 
There are good realistic accounts the coffee 
and the banana harvesting. The descriptions the 
conditions and the economic status the wealthy Three 


and without matter 


the peasantry are set down clearly 
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Much made the illustrations. 
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may truly objected that the treatment the 
its geography and its people superficial. The 


makes pretensions more than superficiality. 


Indeed, the pretext for the migration Guatemala the 
desire the part Dodge find ideal background and 
inspiration for murder mystery. His attempts fit 
murder into the Guatemalan scene are enjoyably amusing. 
They nothing 
increase the enjoyment the text. They are the same 
weird two dimensional effects employed Partch but 
they Jack the direct humor the famed magazine car- 
The illustrations the jacket are rather mis- 
for they hold promise archeological discovery 
humor the book betrays. 


that the breezy 


there are few incidents where the author finds 


profane and There are one 
two jokes that depart from good taste. Neither 


these objections are serious enough prevent adult 


with hour waste from reading the book. 


Rev. William Field, 
Seton Hall College, 
South Orange, 
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Kerby, William J., Ph.D., LL.D. Introduction 
Social Living. Printed under the auspices the Wil- 
liam Kerby Foundation. The Catholic University 
135p. $2.75. 
ago some friends and former students the 
Monsignor William Kerby established foundation 
disseminate his thought and ideals among those 
later generation than that which came under his direct 
influence. This the fourth book appear 
nder their auspices. was manuscript form when 
the author died, having been written during the early 
Thirties for semester’s orientation course sociology 
The Catholic University America. Foreword and 
Introduction are contributed, appropriately, Fath 
May and Sister Mary Henry, O.P., both students 
and friends Monsignor Kerby. 


Seven years 
late 


t 


Consideration this slender volume teaching 

ent impresses one who never knew its author with 
uniqueness his approach. What usually found 
textbook hardly found here all. There 
cataloguing and minutely-detailed presentation con- 
cepts, outline the history theories, citation 
research. Evidently these things were supplied 
through lectures and collateral readings. This basic work 
was designed for single fundamental purpose, lead 
students recognize through their own experience the 
central fact social life discipline personal life” 
(p. The theme expressed any number well- 
phrased and illuminating passages, this one: “The 
surface forms and institutions around which the social 
order constructed rest the invisible stabilities 
thought, trust and understanding that are found the 
hidden inner life the members society” (p. 32). 
students gain basic appreciation what social life 
its essence and new vistas thought will opened 
them. For those who desire study society reflection 
upon its fundamental character must certainly become 
habitual. 


instru- 


the 


er 


Three central concepts determine the arrangement the 
socialization, defined the acquisi- 


Matter this book: 


Kerby Ruggles 
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tion and acceptance the discipline social living; in- 
dividualization, the defense personality against undue 
social encroachment; and idealization, which personal 
and social interests are reconciled movement toward 
values embodying the most complete view human life. 
concepts cannot elucidated here. The import- 
ance their presentation not the development 
Monsignor Kerby’s theoretical system teaching outline. 
rather the fact that students sociology, using 
this book reference, others, attracted its simple 
but unusually perceptive approach, can learn way 
understanding social reality which will help them relate 
empirical facts and philosophical principles, see behind 
these the ultimate spiritual meaning, and hence grow 
social insight and effectiveness. 

Nuesse, Ph.D., 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 
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Journey Into Faith: The Anglican 


Eleanor. 
Norton. Apr. 19, 


Life John Henry Newman. 
1948. 336p. $4.00. 
Converts’ stories their return the Faith their 
fathers are generally interesting both Catholics and 
non-Catholics. The latter read discover what inner 
weakness led the convert seek the “support” ritualism 
and authority “the occult faith whose very name [has] 
repellent sound and [tells] form and superstition” 
The former, they themselves are converts, 
read discover the likenesses between the action Grace 
their own lives and those these other newcomers 
the Church; or, they are cradle Catholics, they read 
learn from the converts the best means employ 
assisting still others find the fullness Truth the 
Church. 

all those whose accounts their “roads Rome” have 
fascinated contemporary readers, none offers greater 
challenge his biographer’s insight and understanding 
than does John Henry Cardinal Newman, and few, 
any, have been the subject more attempts biography 
than has he. 

The newest his biographies, Miss Eleanor Ruggles’ 
into Faith: The Anglican Life John Henry 
Newman, very readable story; nevertheless, remains 
merely attempt—a good but still not wholly satis- 
factory attempt—to paint the portrait very great man. 
True, the writer does not fall into Henri Brémond’s error 
psychology and dub the Cardinal seeker after signs”; 
the contrary, means remarkably clear exposi- 
tion Evangelical tenets, which claimed Newman’s alle- 
giance late adolescence and early maturity, readers are 
helped see some the prejudicial obstacles his con- 
version and, thus, grasp some the reasons why was 
long slow process. 


True, Miss Ruggles sets definite limits her portraiture: 
How and why did Newman leave the Church Eng- 
land for the Church “how” can 
traced, and yet the can never 
fathomed. The external influences brought bear 
his mind may uncovered, but not possible 
penetrate the inner fastness his temperament 
Newman can accompanied only along the visible 
steps his (p. 12). 


age of Bell 

ent 
ich 

satis 
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mined response his emotions. 
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Bringing her narrative close with the hour which 
crossed the threshold the Church’s open door, the 
writer, pursuit her intention show only the visible, 
external steps and influences which led him his deci- 
sion, offers Newman’s newest acquaintances well-pre- 
sented introduction the famous convert’s background, 
his family, his circle close friends, his development 
scholar, his zeal curate and vicar the Anglican 
communion, well the events which made possible 
for him much spiritual growth. 
Notwithstanding the excellence the orientation, because 
the author considered impossible “to penetrate 
the inner fastness his temperament where man’s deci- 
sions are born the predetermined response influence 
—the ‘no’ ‘yes’, mysterious fusion emotions, slowly 
asserts itself” (p. 12; italics supplied), her skillfully woven 
story lacks depth perspective. The 
logically, step step, from the child’s intimacy with his 
ever-present Companion, God, through the adolescent’s 
search for foundations dogmatic principles and the 
young adult’s search for the faith which would offer rea- 
sonable explanations for man’s behavior, the mature 
adult’s matured concepts Truth. There is, however, 
too seldom apparent any insight into the role Grace 
and Newman’s personal co-operation with its action; 
is, instead, most often shown the pawn circumstances 
whose effect upon his ultimate decision was the predeter- 
Yet, Newman’s course 
was not one inevitable consequences inevitable 
events, but one earnest prayer for light and for strength 
co-operate with the light received. Moreover, man’s 
intellect may perceive the truth without his will clinging 
beloved object until, through the help Divine 
Grace, his prejudices against the Church have been over- 
come and his emotional set toward the denomination 
which has hitherto lived and tried actively serve 
God has been destroyed deep conviction that the 
Catholic Church the living Christ’s own Church and 
that must serve God under her guidance. According 
his correspondence, Newman was aware, early 
1839, that stood “loco hereticorum”; yet did not 
make his submission Rome until 1845. Thus, more 
perfect example than this battle between emotions 
and intellect (with Grace the side the intellect) 
would difficult find. 
Facile and expressive Miss Ruggles’ pen may be, but 
still keener insight and much more fluent, delicate, and 
finely expressive pen must exercised the 
who would sketch fairly the Newman the dark vears 
preceding the day 1845 when Faith dawned its 
fullness his soul. 

Elizabeth Barham, 

Assistant Reference Librarian, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 
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Kantor, MacKinlay. Midnight Lace. Random. Jan. 
19, 1948. 309p. $2.75. 


When first meet Dolly Hessian, the heroine Mid- 
night Lace, find her toying with knotty problem. 
Shall she become the wife Benjamin Steele (“Ben, 
whose attire often seemed unkempt but this was done 
deliberately, and effort present lounging, rakish 
apne he ; f Senat Newenate 
the mistress Senator Newgate (“his 


Kantor Index 


Best 


face seemed constructed mercuriac putty which 
been slapped into place sculptor’s 
That she hasn’t yet made the acquaintance 
gentleman seems present particular problem 
She simply “dons her filmiest shirtwaist” 
the twinkling cliché both men are her 
takes Dolly (“whose eyes made astonishing 
out that face”) about hundred and fifty 
decide Ben. Precisely what drives her this 
solution not entirely clear although understand 


she’s awfully tired making hats; she’s milliner 
trade. And then course mentioned 
that the Senator “had certain ugliness which 
found unpalatable guess it’s clear enoy 
Anyway, some time after her marriage 
Dolly once again meets with the Senator and 
Dolly (“whose eyes could quiver with infantile laughte 
has her eye expensive gewgaw that Ben can’t 
and you know your Kantor you 
surprised hear that Dolly (“of the dandelion 
reopens negotiations with the Senator. However, 
she really gets the opportunity become his 
falls from his hotel window drunken stupor. 
then returns dutifully her husband. Ben, however, 
furious with her; believes that she has burnt down: 
barn because she has been urging him all the while: 
get rid his horses and replace them 


carriages. But this vile slander, for, soon 
she forgives him for his cruel suspicions, the 
are reconciled and “now wonders the great char: 
which rules her and makes her last put her 
his hair”. 
Allen, 
All this takes place the year our Lord, 
that clears anything. may said that here 
there Kantor indicates that may have some 
suspicion that his girl Dolly tramp but the ent 
think she’s fooled him completely. City 
needn’t fool you. slate 
Jean Kerr, narrative 
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